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Introduction  

The conference is devoted to the social functions of fairy tales and to their role for the 
organization of communities. Fairy tales have been representing power relations, biopolitics, 
organization of society, e.g. relations between classes, generations, religions and communities, 
gender roles, structure and function of the family etc. Fairy tales could be considered as cultural 
heritage that reflects, as well as constructs identities. We invite you to addresses the role of the 
literary fairy tales and folk tales for building identities, imagining communities and for the 
nation building processes.  

Folk tales that circulated among people as well as literary fairy tales that have been written 
again and again, encompass certain mems, which remain popular, because they hold messages 
that people find relevant, therefore certain fairy tales stick in different cultural contexts. 
However, fairy tales, considered as matrixes, adjust to the given ideological or socio-political 
circumstances. The regimes of production condition the inscribed ideological inclinations and 
erasures, as well as these depend on the anticipated public. The conference will address the 
questions, how the political, economic and religious relations between people appear in the 
fairy tales and how fairy tales reflect particular cultural context in which they were produced. 
At least before the rise of the electronic media, fairy tales functioned in a similar fashion as 
genres of culture industry assuring action, romance and drama. Later on culture industry has 
evolved from the fairy tale structures and has used its functions of characters, as well as its 
motives. Still today, when fairy tales are considered mostly as children literature, fairy tales 
play an extremely relevant role for establishing values, building personal and community 
identities, as well as for establishing social contract.  

 

Conference program committee: Prof. Dr. Polona Tratnik, Prof. Dr. Darko Darovec, Prof. Dr. 
Claudio Povolo, Prof. Dr. Paul Crowther.  



Social Functions of Fairy Tales (June 2022) 

4 
 

Prof. Dr. Darko Darovec (Institute IRRIS for Research, Development and Strategies of 
Society, Culture and Environment & New University, Faculty of Slovenian and International 
Studies & University of Maribor, Faculty of Arts) 

Social Functions of Tales about King Matjaž 

The emergence of the character of King Matjaž in the area of what is today Slovenia was in 
part the consequence of the fact that Slovenians never had their own ruler, neither territorial not 
ethnic. It was therefore necessary for the community to create its own imaginary ruler. The 
common characteristics of the tradition related to King Matjaž are to show respect for the king, 
to glorify his kindness and justice, and to create an idealized image of a feudal ruler who is even 
willing to punish the lords in order to protect the serfs. Until the 16th century, King Matjaž was 
the most important character in the Slovenian folk tradition. His character is used in many fairy 
tales, stories, ballads, and songs, some of them with fairly specific structure and motifs when 
compared to the traditions of other nations. Hobsbawn describes the phenomena of imaginary 
rulers as “the norm of human life dream of a world” that is “a world of equality, brotherhood, 
and freedom, a totally new world without evil. Rarely is this more than a dream. Rarely is it 
more than an apocalyptic expectation, though in many societies the millennial dream persists, 
the Just Emperor will one day appear … and all will be changed and perfect.” (Hobsbawn, 
Bandits, 27-28). In this respect, is very interesting to study the character of King Matjaž also in 
light of the contention of Slovenian historians and ethnographers who believe that he is the 
Hungarian King Matija Korvin. But would people choose a real king for their immortal hero, 
especially when that real king had vandalized their properties during his numerous military 
marches in a number of feuds and imposed 85% taxes on his serfs to finance his luxurious life? 
It seems unlikely. In any case, the roots of the legend about King Matjaž are much older than 
those of the real King Matthias Korvinus. 

During his research career Darko Darovec, Full Prof., PhD, has written 16 scientific 
monographs, which were published in Slovenian (8), Italian (3), English (3) and Croatian (2) 
language. In addition, he has also written many original scientific articles and book chapters 
(more than 100) in English, German, Italian, French, Slovenian, Czech and Croatian, which 
were published in international peer-reviewed journals and by international scientific 
publishing houses. He was also the coordinator or the head of several national and international 
research and development projects. He participated at many international scientific meetings 
and he organized more than 25 international scientific meetings in cooperation with other 
international scientists and institutions.  
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Prof. Dr. Paul Crowther (Royal Irish Academy & Alma Mater Europaea – Institutum 
Studiorum Humanitatis & Horizonti Institute) 

The Zlatorog and Slovene National Identity 

The myth of the Zlatorog – a goat with golden horns dwelling near the Triglav mountain - is a 
tale originating in alpine Slovenia. This discussion will first consider the philosophical structure 
of fairy tales, and then address the Zlatorog in relation to this. The anaysis will then address the 
first significant literary presentation of the story by Karel Dezmann (1868) and its relevance to 
the political context of emerging Slovene national identity. Dezmann’s contribution is of 
particular interest due to his own transformation from Slovene nationalist politician to a 
representative of the German liberal tradition.  

Prof. Dr. Paul Crowther is Professor of Philosophy at Alma Mater Europaea – Institutum 
Studiorum Humanitatis. He is a Member of the Royal Irish Academy, and the author of eighteen 
monographs, the most recent of which is The Phenomenology of Aesthetic Consciousness and 
Phantasy: Working with Husserl (Routledge, 2021). 
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Prof. Dr. Polona Tratnik (Institute IRRIS for Research, Development and Strategies of 
Society, Culture and Environment & New University, Faculty of Slovenian and International 
Studies & University of Ljubljana, Faculty of Arts) 

Political Uses of the Matrix “A Hero Defeats the Dragon and Rescues a Community” 

The paper is focused on a popular matrix of tales in which a hero defeats the dragon and rescues 
community. The matrix can be traced back to Babylonian, ancient Greek, Roman, Slavic 
mythologies and legends from Christian hagiography. It also played an important role in the 
context of Romanticism supporting the nation-building processes. After the Second World War 
it played a role in the Cold war between the West and the East, and was again used in the nation 
building process. In Slovenia it has had diverse political functions in different historical 
contexts. The legend of St. George serves the political-religious propaganda of Christianity, 
however, it also involves mythical connotations of Slavic mythology. In the context of the 
Enlightenment, a major epistemological rupture took place from the mythical to scientific 
thinking. The research ambitions of the Enlightened scholars have brought awareness of the 
organization of water systems in the Ljubljana Basin and Karst world, as well as illuminating 
the historical background of social life in the region. This leads the Enlightened researchers to 
the story of the Greek hero Jason, who defeated a dragon in the Ljubljana swamp. The dragon 
in connection with this legend becomes the emblem of the city of Ljubljana. The matrix with 
the hero defeating the dragon becomes politically important in the mid-nineteenth century in 
circumstances related to the spring of nations and nationalist tendencies. The Slovenian nation 
also found its heroes, who serve as identification points for the consolidation of national 
consciousness. At the same time, the adaptations of the matrix “hero who defeats the dragon 
and rescues community” bring the message that the Slovene nation played a key historical role 
in defending a major political entity, the Habsburg Monarchy and the Holy Roman Empire, 
against the threat of expansion of the Ottoman Empire. The hero became the representative of 
Antemurale Christianitatis. The matrix then played an important political role in the context of 
socialist realism, when France Bevk adapted the story of Peter Klepec and politically addressed 
the Slovene or the Yugoslav nation with awakening ambitions.  

Dr. Polona Tratnik is a Senior Researcher and Full Professor of Philosophy and Art at the 
Institute IRRIS and the University of Ljubljana, the Faculty of Arts, as well as at the Faculty of 
Slovenian and International Studies at the New University, of which she is also the Dean. She 
is the principal investigator of projects Social Functions of Fairy Tales and Political Functions 
of Fairy Tales funded by the Slovenian Research Agency. She has authored nine scientific 
monographs and is the president of the Slovenian Society of Aesthetics. She was a Fulbright 
researcher and visiting professor at many universities at home and abroad. 
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Prof. Dr. Mojca Ramšak (University of Ljubljana, Faculty of Arts & Faculty of Medicine & 
Faculty of Chemistry and Chemical Technology) 

Pohorje Mountain Fairy Tales and their Depiction of Diseases  

Pohorje Mountain is a pre-alpine, mostly forested low mountain range south of the river Drava 
in northeastern Slovenia. Life on Pohorje Mountain has often been the subject of literary, 
historical, ethnological and other documentary discussions. The period and spirit of economic 
and cultural self-sufficiency, which lasted mainly until the second half of the 20th century and 
had an impact on folk medicine and public health, are described in the sources about this pre-
industrial period. These sources are scattered in large numbers in the folk literature, which also 
depicts real everyday life, where we find many dense descriptions of health, illness, injuries, 
attitudes toward the sick and elderly, and methods of treatment. Among the identified sources, 
I examined 1512 fairy tales, legends, documentary prose about Pohorje, 230 published life 
stories and stories of people born in Pohorje or professionally connected with it. The narrators 
of these stories were mostly born in the first half of the 20th century - although some stories 
were also told by ancestors from the 19th century. The basis for researching the cultural and 
medical heritage of the Pohorje Mountains in the pre-industrial period up to the first half of the 
20th century were ethnological, anthropological, literary, historical, medical and health sources 
and field data. Written data in various types of narratives, such as life stories and folk literature, 
described visible signs of "different" and sick people. These accounts were influenced by the 
opinions of people who did not know the exact causes of disabilities and mental disorders. They 
associated them partly with alcoholism or endogamy, but mainly with social neglect, physical 
domestic violence in youth, hunger, overwork, and the effects of war. In folk literature, health 
and illness are never described in exclusively descriptive-epidemiological terms, but rather 
implicitly, so the sources had to be placed in a precise historical and cultural context. 

Mojca Ramšak, PhD, full professor, is an ethnologist and philosopher. She works at the 
Department of Ethnology and Cultural Anthropology at the Faculty of Arts, at the Institute of 
History of Medicine at the Faculty of Medicine and at Faculty of Chemistry and Chemical 
Technology, Heritage Science Laboratory at the University of Ljubljana. She researches the 
fields of ethnology, cultural and social anthropology and folklore. Her studies reach beyond the 
borders of disciplinary frameworks, emphasising application and the use of critical, 
experimental and traditional forms of qualitative research in the interest of social justice, dignity 
and human rights. She has written eight academic monographs on medical anthropology, 
medical humanities, narrative medicine, the history of ethnomedicine, public health, marketing 
in medicine, legal medical themes, the cultural history of the human body, oral history and 
honour and good name. 
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Assist. Prof. Dr. Valentina Hribar Sorčan (University of Ljubljana, Faculty of Arts) 

Eating Disorder in Fairy Tales 

In this paper, I will look at fairy tales that focus on attitudes towards food and eating habirs. 
Fairy tales describe the hardships of poverty and the search for food for basic survival on the 
one hand, and the abundance of the rich on the other. Attitudes towards feasts and drinking are 
ambiguous: on the one hand, they arouse envy, on the other, disgust. Fundamentally, abundance 
is a source of desire, so overeating and excessive drinking are not seen as problematic ways of 
living and eating. 

More telling are animal tales that highlight negative values such as greed, for example in bears, 
which leads to obesity. However, they focus on immoral behaviour rather than on the fact that 
it is unhealthy to eat too much. Obesity is manifested as a result of wrong behaviour against 
others, and it is not so much a problem in itself, for experiencing the own body. 

In modern fairy tales, there is already more awareness of disruption of unhealthy eating, 
reflecting changes in the social and economic conditions of life, which are more favourable 
than in the past. 

Finally, I will consider whether reading this type of literature could help treat eating disorders 
such as anorexia and bulimia. 

Valentina Hribar Sorčan (born 1969), PhD, is an Assistant Professor of Philosophy at the 
University of Ljubljana, Faculty of Arts, Department of Philosophy, where she received her 
bachelor degree in Philosophy and French Language and Literature. She currently lectures on 
the subjects of Philosophy of Art, Aesthetics, and Philosophical Anthropology. She is a member 
of the Slovenian Society for Aesthetics and The European Association for Aesthetics.  E-mail 
address: Valentina.HribarSorcan@ff.uni-lj.si; valentina.hribar-sorcan@guest.arnes.si. 
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Dr. Jan Babnik (Membrana Institute) 

From the Automaton to the Paradigm of Automatism: About the Tales of a Man with a 
Camera and a Camera Without a Man 

While optical devices (such as mirrors, lamps, and telescopes) have long been featured as 
magical tools in fairy tales, there are only a handful of contemporary fairy tales that feature a 
camera or a photograph (admittedly, the preceding optical devices could be seen as a kind of 
primordial camera – in the fairy tales, especially the mirror). Given the abundance of fictional 
(and theoretical) narratives about the camera as a magical device with the authority to "capture 
life as it is", "freeze the moment", "capture history", "preserve memories", "reveal what the eye 
cannot see", "document life", etc., this is rather surprising. The predominant tropes, which in 
theory have even become a cliché to be avoided, but are nevertheless powerful and persistent 
in the stories, are the camera as a magic mirror that reflects or reveals the truth (whether real or 
distorted – magical), and the camera as a soul stealing device (similar to the old trope of the 
soul jar). While the first trope seems to allow the subject some agency in the world, this is 
apparently not the case with the second trope. The presentation will focus on these two tropes 
and attempt to define the contemporary capitalist mode of production of images and our social 
life (and that of images) through the difference between the two. The working concept of the 
presentation is that the difference between the two tropes can be most aptly addressed through 
the notion of the automaton and automatism (oscillating between the human and the camera). 

Jan Babnik (1977) currently works as an editor, curator, lecturer and writer. He is editor-in-
chief of Membrana and Fotografija (www.membrana.org), a Slovenian journal of photography, 
and director of the Membrana Institute, which publishes the journals, offers educational 
modules on the theory and criticism of photography and organises exhibitions. He is primarily 
concerned with photo theory – especially documentary photography, the discourse on 
photography and the philosophy of visual culture. He holds an MPhil in Phenomenology and 
History of Philosophy from the University of Ljubljana and a PhD in Philosophy of Visual 
Culture from the University of Primorska. E-mail contact: jan@membrana.org URL: 
www.membrana.org 
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Prof. Dr. Milan Jazbec (New University, Faculty of Slovenian and International Studies) 

Aspects and Elements of Ruling in the Story of Martin Krpan from Vrh 

The story of Martin Krpan from Vrh is the first Slovene fictional story and Martin Krpan has 
ever since become the most outstanding Slovene national myth. Apart this, the story, published 
in 1858, also functioned as a political programme in a time, when Slovenes were maturing from 
peoples to a nation. Its author Fran Levstik is a renown politician, literary critic, journalist, poet 
and most important for laying foundations of Slovene fictional literature and the Slovene 
language as well. 

Apart from traditional literature interpretations, we contemporary see Martin Krpan also as a 
protype of a diplomat and warrior. However, the narrative, scenography and relations among 
the main protagonists (the Emperor, Martin Krpan, the Empress, minister Gregor and portraying 
of the Court itself) reveal some fundamental principles of medieval ruling matrix that are still 
current today. The main relation that builds the story, its plot and the outcome is that of the 
Emperor and Martin Krpan. This is the most inner ruling circle characterized by cooperation, 
proactive approach and mutual respect. The second ruling circle includes also the Empress, 
while the third one includes minister Gregor, too. These two actors bring in tensions, disrespect, 
confrontation and intolerance. Bilateral relation between Martin Krpan and the Empress from 
one point of view and between Martin Krpan and minister Gregor from another only add to this. 
Relations within the broader Court present the outside ruling circle.  

Martin Krpan is the illustration of a modern, independent and self-assured individual, stemming 
from the values of the French Revolution. From this point of view, he presents both a challenge 
to the medieval concept of ruling as well as a means of its salvation from the unbeatable 
challenge coming from the outer world. 

Dr. Milan Jazbec is Professor of diplomacy, member of the first generation of Slovene 
diplomats as well as poet and writer, employed at the Slovene Ministry of Foreign Affairs. He 
was Slovene Ambassador to North Macedonia (2016-2020) and to Turkey (2010-2015), 
accredited also to Azerbaijan, Iran, Iraq, Lebanon and Syria. From 2000-2004 he was also State 
Secretary at the Slovene Ministry of Defense. He has published more than 70 books and more 
than 130 articles on diplomacy and related issues, all in fifteen languages. He teaches diplomacy 
at the Nova University and is also senior lecturer at Diplo, Geneva.  
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Assist. Prof. Dr. Žiga Oman (Institute IRRIS for Research, Development and Strategies of 
Society, Culture and Environment & University of Maribor, Faculty of Arts)  

The Rites of Blood Feud in the Slovene Folk Ballad Rošlin and Verjanko: Limits and 
Transgressions of Peacemaking Ideals  

This paper looks into the rites of enmity and peacemaking echoed in a Slovene folk ballad first 
recorded in the late 1800s, around a century after feuding was eradicated in the region. Despite 
its prohibition in most of Europe in the late 1400s and early 1500s, the delegitimation of (blood) 
feud took well into early modernity, especially as the custom's rites of peacemaking remained 
part of the legal system. The long survival of the rituals of enmity (illegal) and peacemaking 
(legitimate) also echoes in coeval or later high and folk literature, including some Slovene folk 
songs, such as the Ballad of Rošlin and Verjanko. Its theme is universal: after Rošlin kills 
Verjanko's father and brother, his mother weds their killer despite her sons objections. Later, 
the couple plots to murder Verjanko, which he overhears and kills Rošlin, who is about to 
waylay him. Several details in the ballad echo the language and rituals of (blood) feud: e.g. 
Verjanko calls Rošlin his 'enemy' for slaying his relatives, and their enmity (briefly) ends due 
to wedlock between the victim's kin and their killer. In the customary resolution of conflicts 
matrimony was regarded as the ultimate guarantee for lasting peace, especially following 
homicide. Wedlock turned former enemies into kin, ideally prohibiting any animosity or 
violence among them. Consequently, according to the rites of (blood) feud, the marriage would 
have prevented Verjanko from justly taking vengeance upon Rošlin, were it not for his mother's 
later betrayal. 

Assist Prof Žiga Oman (1978), research associate at the Institute IRRIS, also teaching at the 
Faculty of Arts, University of Maribor. He specialises in early modern social and legal history, 
particularly dispute settlement, focusing on Slovene and Austrian historical lands in the period 
of 1400–1800, currently as part of his post-doctoral project Plebeian Dispute Settlement in 
Baroque Inner Austria: Between Feud and Criminal Law (2021–23), funded by the Slovenian 
Research Agency (ARRS). He also investigates the Reformation in Lower/Slovene Styria and 
the region's early modern social history. 
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Dr. Marjan Horvat (Institute IRRIS for Research, Development and Strategies of Society, 
Culture and Environment) 

Fairy Tales and Deliberative Democracy: The Meaning and the Role of Narrative Folklore 
in the Formation of Contemporary Practices of Deliberation 

The aim of my presentation is to shed light on the role of narrative folklore as an epistemic 
background in the formation of today's practices of deliberation in a given society. In this 
respect I intertwine sociological theory of the fairy tales, which takes into account cultural, 
communicative and cognitive aspects in intercultural transmission of fairy tales, the theories of 
deliberative democracy that emphasize the role of socio-historical and cultural aspects for the 
implementation of the deliberative democracy's norms, and conceptual research tools of the 
cognitive history. In this perspective I explore the fairy tales as one of the pre-political and pre-
ideological layers of the contemporary modes of deliberation. Finally, I compare some of the 
typical Slovenian fairy tales with versions from other environments, which is the basis for 
reflection on the role of fairy tales as one of the manifestations of "embedded" deliberative 
practices and in relation to the development of the social-integrative discourse, the formation 
of the social contract and the notion of democracy per se. 

Dr. Marjan Horvat (Institute IRRIS) is a sociologist, who conducts research on a wide range of 
topics in the field of democracy, European integrations, globalization, ethno-national identities, 
literature, media and in the field of deliberative democracy. He is the author of monograph 
European identities in the processes of globalization.  
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Prof. Dr. Cirila Toplak (University of Ljubljana, Faculty of Social Sciences)  

Tales in Social Practices of Western Slovenian Nature Worshippers 

In this conference paper, the historical counterculture of Nature Worshippers in Western 
Slovenia will be presented from the perspective of social functions of their tales. The Nature 
Worshippers' community dwelt in remote areas of Western Slovenia until mid-20th century and 
displayed premodern and pre-Christian cultural features. Its existence had been concealed from 
the Christian majority for safety reasons. Slovenian (scientific) public learned of the Nature 
Worshippers through ethnographic material recently published by a collector of cultural 
heritage Pavel Medvešček Klančar who could disclose his findings only half a century after he 
had first come in contact with the Nature Worshippers.  

The tales or “pravce”, recorded and published in part by Pavel Medvešček Klančar, were an 
important part of Western Slovenian Nature Worshippers’ non-dogmatic, non-institutionalized 
and lifelong educational system. The tales introduced young children to the ethical norms and 
spiritual life of the community without coercion. Most of the tales taught children Nature 
Worshippers’ attitude towards deified nature, especially toward sacred animals and sacred 
plants. Some Nature Worshippers’ tales contained elements of Slovenian folklore and 
mythology, while some were a departure from the latter, especially in symbolism attributed to 
certain animals. 

The tales did not directly teach Nature Worship, but they already contained elements of Nature 
Worshippers’ religious way of life, which were thus slowly and gradually becoming familiar to 
children. Cosmogonic myths and legends about the origin of Nature Worship in the tales played 
an important role in preserving the identity of Nature Worshippers and distinguishing them 
from the Christian majority. Moreover, the tales were a depository of collective memory of the 
community as some of them included references to real historical events.  

Comparative analysis of Nature Worshippers’ tales in this paper will include Pavel 
Medvešček’s collection On a Red Cloud a Vineyard Is Growing and collections of tales from 
the border region between Italy and Slovenia where Nature Worshippers dwelt published by 
ethnographer Ada Tomasetig. 

Cirila Toplak is Professor of political science at the Department of Political Theory of the 
University of Ljubljana Faculty of Social Sciences. Her research interests include political 
history, political anthropology and Europeanization processes. She is Head of Research Centre 
on Political Theory at the University of Ljubljana and President of Balkan Political Science 
Association. Her recent publications include European Continentalism. A History of 
Europeanization (Annales, 2016) and “Our Old Believers” – Western Slovenian Nature 
Worship Past and Present (in press).  
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Assoc. Prof. Dr. Dubravka Zima (University of Zagreb, Faculty of Croatian Studies)  

Social Functions of Fairy-Tale Collection Croatian Tales of Long Ago by Ivana Brlić-
Mazuranić 

Fairy tale collection Croatian Tales of Long Ago by Croatian author Ivana Brlić-Mažuranić, 
first published in 1916, in an enthusiastic reception immediately after its publication, was 
declared as precisely capturing Croatian identity and, in short, as essentially Croatian. Histories 
of literature place this collection and the author itself within the framework of literary culture 
of late modernism, and as incorporating poetics of literary impressionism and secession. In 
recent times, however, both author’s fairy tales and her other literary texts have been read in 
relation to anti-modernism. In my paper, I will focus on ideological and imagological features 
of this fairy tales’ collection, features related to social articulations, primarily those of the 
patriarchal community. “Long Ago” from the collection’s title implies the idea of longevity, 
i.e., it presents the identity, primarily national identity, as a structure of long duration. 
Analyzing the articulations of different social practices presented in fairy tales, I will research 
how the fairy tales relate to identities – personal and collective identities, and how they establish 
and deconstruct them. 

Dubravka Zima is Professor of Children's and Croatian literature. She works as Associate 
Professor at the Faculty of Croatian Studies at the University of Zagreb, Croatia. She teaches 
courses on Children's literature, Croatian literature, and Popular culture. In her work she 
explores cultural and historical frameworks of childhood, girlhood, and adolescence in South-
eastern Europe in 19th, 20th and 21st Centuries. She is the author of four books, including 
Introduction to children's literature which she co-authored with Marijana Hameršak (Zagreb, 
Leykam international, 2015). She wrote two books on Ivana Brlić-Mažuranić, author renowned 
for her fine fairy tale collection Tales of Long Ago (1916). 
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Dr. Anja Mlakar (University of Maribor, Faculty of Turism)  

Between Longing and Rejection: (Selective) Nostalgia and Enchantment Through Folklore 
and “Pagan” Beliefsian 

The nation-building era of the 19th century was a time of nostalgic longing for the nation’s 
bygone past, for the “good old days” of purity, immaculate morality, and uncorrupted national 
character. Folklore was a major element of the nation’s imaginary past as it was seen as a 
“remnant” of its noble past and, consequently, the first ever systematic collections of folklore 
were undertaken in Slovenian lands. However, this nostalgia did not embrace all folklore 
equally: while folktales were usually praised and eagerly collected, other forms of folklore, 
such as those labelled as “superstition”, were despised as they were seen as a sign of 
backwardness. A particular fascination was felt over supposed remnants of pagan beliefs, while 
Christianity was simultaneously seen as the ultimate culmination the religiosity, morality, and 
identity of the Slovenes. This created a confusing mixture of adoration and repulsiveness of 
folklore associated with pre/non-Christian beliefs and practices.  

This contribution will thus address the concepts of enchantment and nostalgia in relation to 
folklore and religious beliefs, their manifestations in folklore of the 19th century, as well of the 
present. 

Anja Mlakar received her B.A.s in History, Library Science and Archaeology and her PhD in 
Cultural Anthropology at Faculty of Arts, University of Ljubljana. Her interests include 
folklore, religiosity, cultural heritage, religiosity, and tourism. She is a researcher at the Faculty 
of Tourism, University of Maribor. 
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Assist. Prof. Dr. Dr. Verena Vidrih Perko (Gorenjski muzej & New University, Faculty of 
Slovenian and International Studies & University of Ljubljana, Faculty of Arts)  

Myths and Fairy Tales and Their Use in Interpretation of Heritage 

The paper bases on museological and heritological starting points as well on modern approaches 
of heritage interpretation. It will take into account fundamental anthropological and 
psychological insights into myths and fairy tales. It will highlight their role in museum 
interpretation in terms of the social role of contemporary museums and cultural heritage. It will 
explain the characteristics of scientific interpretation, heritage presentation and justify 
interpretation of heritage for the public. Considering the role of myth and fairy tale in the past, 
their role in the development of man and community and the role and importance of narrative 
in modern society will be assessed. 

Ground on the selected example, the amalgamation of the selected heritage theme and the main 
interpretive message with a mythological or fairy tale story will be shown. Combining enables 
the creation of an effective means of multi-layered interpretation with relevant social goals. 
Most important is the personal address of the mythological and even more fairytale narrative, 
which opens the emotional experiences of heritage content in an authentic way with strong 
(narrative) logic and clear message - and which coincides with the central starting points of 
successful heritage interpretation. A well-told story encourages acts of protection and 
preservation of cultural heritage in the original living space - which is, after all, the central task 
of heritage interpretation. 

Assist. Prof. Dr. Dr. Verena Perko (1952), poet and story teller, archaeologist and museologist. 
She improved her professional knowledge at Zagreb University, Masaryk University in Brno 
and with Paul Getty scholarship in USA. She is museum curator and university teacher, one of 
initiators and founders of heritage doctoral studies at the University of Ljubljana.  

 


